Root’s Use of Fire at Forest Schools Policy. 
Fire is one of the essentials within the Forest school environment and only the Forest Schools Practitioner is allowed to light any fire for activities in the Forest School session.

A Fire Bowl can be used for some cooking activities in Forest school otherwise the cleared fire pit will be used.
In order to make the area safe for the fire 
	Leaf litter
	The ground will have to be cleared of leaf litter and levelled.
	Use correct gloves and use correct tools to level the area for the fire bowl or fire

	Ground level, holes and bumps
	Fill in any holes and level off and flatten bumps.
	

	Roots
	Be aware off the roots that are exposed and those that may be exposed after the site has been trampled. Could become trip hazards.
	If root have to be removed be aware of environmental effects. Will the removal effect a tree or plant.

	Over hanging branches
	The heat from the fire may dry out overhanging branches and cause potential fire hazard.
	Using correct procedures and tools cut down any branches that may become a hazard.

	Logs and sticks
	These can be collected and either stacked for fire wood or used to create habitat pile. 
	

	Logs for sitting on
	These will have to be collected from the woodland area.
	Position in a circle around the fire bowl. Can use individual logs or large logs as benches.


The Forest School practitioner will be the person tending the fire and will always tend it by kneeling on one knee at all times. Safe techniques will be used throughout. Lifting pans with fire resistant materials or green wooden poles.

The maintenance of the fire area should be as follows:

· A bucket of water kept nearby at all times
· There should be no trip hazards and it should be kept clear at all times.

· Always check the area before use to make sure there is no debris left by other groups or litter blown in from outside school grounds.

· Forest School practitioner should make sure the fire is out before removing the fire bowl back into storage or leaving the site.

· Water should be collected or stored to douse the fire bowl or fire pit at the end of the session.

In the event of a fire within the school the children will be evacuated to the assembly point. (See emergency action plan and Forest Schools policy)

If there is an uncontrolled fire within the Forest School. (See emergency action plan)  
Risk assessments to cover all areas, hazards, and fire are carried out by the Forest Schools Practitioner who will ensure they are signed off by a member of the management team at school. (See Risk Assessment policy for Forest Schools, Forest Schools policy, emergency action plan)  
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